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Chairs Mizuno and Nishimoto, Vice Chairs Kobayashi and San Buenaventura, and 
committee members: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in Support for House Bill 2739. 
 
The Governor’s Office believes this bill is important to allow terminally ill patients to 
decide for themselves when and how their lives should end. We believe HB2739 is well 
drafted in a context of a robust continuum of palliative and hospice care, provides 
sufficient safe-guards for both patients and doctors to minimize abuse. 
 
We defer to the Department of Health and the Office of the Attorney General for any 
technical amendments which may be needed to clarify or strengthen the bill. 
 
We appreciate your attention and will be available to answer your questions, should you 
have any at this time. 
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TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 2018                                       
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. NO. 2739,     RELATING TO HEALTH. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
HOUSE COMMITTEES ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES      AND ON 
JUDICIARY                 
                           
 
DATE: Tuesday, February 27, 2018     TIME:  10:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Auditorium 

TESTIFIER(S): Russell A. Suzuki, Acting Attorney General,  or   
  Angela A. Tokuda, Deputy Attorney General       
  
 
Chairs Mizuno and Nishimoto and Members of the Committees: 

The Department of the Attorney General supports this measure and provides the 

following comments.  

The purpose of this bill is to enact a medical aid in dying law modeled after 

Oregon’s death with dignity law, which has been in effect since 1997.  The bill provides 

safeguards to ensure that a terminally ill adult who chooses to make end-of-life 

decisions is able to do so and also retain the right to rescind the request. 

We recommend that several issues in this measure be addressed. 

(1) On pages 19 - 20, in the new section   -15 of the new chapter being added 

to the Hawaii Revised Statutes by section 3 of the bill, there are no clear consequences 

for noncompliance with this section.  We recommend including wording to identify what 

the consequences are for failing to dispose of unused medication dispensed to assist 

dying, if any. 

(2) On page 21, lines 9-10, in the new section   -18, the phrase “any other  

criminal conduct under the law” is overly broad and vague.  We recommend identifying 

the other offenses that are intended to be covered by this wording. 

(3) There are three recommendations for the new section   -19(a).  First, 

 we recommend deleting the term “good faith” on page 21, line 21, page 22, lines 8 and 

12, and on page 23, line 8, in order to establish a clearer, objective standard for liability.  
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Good faith compliance is difficult to disprove as one could simply claim that he or she 

was “acting in good faith compliance” without additional evidence. 

Second, for section  -19(a)(1), on page 21, line 21, the word “participating” is 

redundant with “acting in” and the use of “or” creates ambiguity.  We recommend 

deleting the words “participating or” in order to establish a clearer, objective standard for 

liability.  Doing so will also make this wording consistent with the wording in section  -

19(a)(5), on page 23, line 8.  On page 22, line 1, we recommend replacing the word 

“including” with the word “or.”  The act of “being present” has no relation to being in 

“compliance with this chapter.”  The revised provision would then read: 

(1)  No person shall be subject to civil or criminal liability or professional  
disciplinary action for participating or acting in good faith compliance 
with this chapter, [including] or being present when a qualified patient 
takes the prescribed medication to end the qualified patient's life in a 
humane and dignified manner; 

 

Third, for section  -19(a)(4), we recommend including a statement to clarify that 

health care providers are not required to inform a patient about the option to obtain 

medication for the purpose of ending the patient’s life or refer a qualified patient to 

another health care provider who is willing to participate in carrying out a qualified 

patient’s request if the current health care provider is unable or unwilling to participate.  

Suggested wording would read: 

(4) No health care provider shall be under any duty, whether by contract,  
by statute, or by any other legal requirement, to participate in the 
provision to a qualified patient of medication to end the qualified 
patient's life in a humane and dignified manner[.], including informing a 
patient about the option to obtain medication for the purpose of ending 
the patient’s life under this chapter or referring a qualified patient to a 
new health care provider if a health care provider is unable or unwilling 
to participate in carrying out a qualified patient’s request under this 
chapter.  If a health care provider is unable or unwilling to carry out a 
patient's request under this chapter, and the patient transfers the 
patient's care to a new health care provider, the prior health care 
provider shall transfer, upon request, a copy of the patient's relevant 
medical records to the new health care provider; and 
 

 (4)   On page 26, lines 15-16, in the definition of the phrase "participate in 

actions covered by this chapter," the terms “consulting provider function” and 

“counseling referral function” are difficult to understand as written.  The definition refers 
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to performing the duties or actions of a particular person, rather than to the actual 

provider.  For clarification, we recommend the following: 

"Participate in actions covered by this chapter" means to perform the 
duties of an attending provider pursuant to section   -4, the duties of a consulting 
provider [function] pursuant to section   -5, or [the counseling referral function] 
the referral of a qualified patient for counseling pursuant to section   -6. 

 
 (5)  On pages 27-29, we recommend making the following amendments to the  

new section   -20 to conform with Hawaii’s penal code:  

      §    -20  Prohibited acts; penalties.  (a)  Any person who without the written 
authorization of a qualified patient intentionally[:   

 (1)  Alters] makes, completes, alters, or endorses a request for [a prescription 
without the authorization of a qualified patient; 

     (2)  Forges a request for a prescription; or  
     (3)  conceals] medication or conceals or destroys [the] a rescission of [a] the 

request [for a prescription;] to cause the patient’s death 
shall be guilty of a class A felony. 

(b) Any person who knowingly coerces or [exerts undue influence on a 
qualified patient] induces a patient by force, threat, fraud, or intimidation to 
request [a prescription] medication for the purpose of ending the patient’s life, or 
to destroy a rescission of [a] the request [for a prescription], shall be guilty of a 
class A felony.  For purposes of this subsection, “fraud” means making material 
false statements, misstatements, or omissions. 
     (c)  Any person who [intentionally alters, forges, conceals, or destroys any 
request for medication or treatment, any rescission of a request for medication or 
treatment, or any other evidence or document reflecting a patient's desires and 
interests: 
     (1)  Without authorization of the patient; and  
     (2)  With], knowingly and without the authorization of a qualified patient, 

intentionally completes, alters, endorses, conceals, or destroys an 
instrument, the reinstatement or revocation of an instrument, or any other 
evidence or document reflecting a qualified patient’s desires and interests, 
with the intent [and] or effect to cause the withholding or withdrawal of life-
sustaining [medication, treatment, or] procedures or of artificially 
administered nutrition and hydration that hastens the death of the qualified 
patient, shall be guilty of a class A felony. 

(d)  [Any] Except as provided in subsection (c), any person who[, intentionally 
alters, forges, conceals, or destroys any request for a prescription, rescission of a 
request for a prescription, or other evidence or document reflecting a qualified 
patient's desires and interests:  
     (1)  Without authorization of the qualified patient; and 
     (2)  With] knowingly and without the authorization of a qualified patient to 

intentionally complete, alter, endorse, conceal, or destroy an instrument, 
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the reinstatement or revocation of an instrument, or any other evidence or 
document reflecting the qualified patient’s desires and interests with the 
intent or effect of [negating] affecting the qualified patient's health care 
decision [to obtain a prescription] under this chapter, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

     (e)  Nothing in this section shall limit any liability for civil damages resulting 
from any intentional or negligent conduct by any person in violation of this 
chapter. 
     (f)  The penalties in this chapter are cumulative and shall not preclude criminal 
penalties pursuant to other applicable state law. 

 
(6) On page 29, we recommend that the severability provision in new section  

-22 be omitted because it does not need to be codified and the proposed bill already 

has one that is consistent with Hawaii law in Section 9 of the bill.  New section -22 is 

redundant.  

(7) On pages 37 and 38, we recommend amending sections 6 and 7 of this  

measure as follows: 

SECTION 6. Section 707-701.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 
amending subsection (1) to read as follows:  

"(1)  Except as provided in section 707-701, a person commits the offense  
of murder in the second degree if the person intentionally or knowingly causes 
the death of another person[.]; provided that this section shall not apply to actions 
taken [under] in compliance with chapter ___ . " 

 
SECTION 7. Section 707-702, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 

amending subsection (1) to read as follows:  
"(1)  A person commits the offense of manslaughter if:  
 (a)  The person recklessly causes the death of another person; or  
 (b)  The person intentionally causes another person to commit suicide[.]; 

provided that this section shall not apply to actions taken [under] in compliance 
with chapter ___ . " 
 

(8) The severability provision in section  -22 should be omitted because the 

bill already has a severability clause in section 9.  

Finally, we note that similar laws have generated lawsuits in other states and 

while we cannot predict with certainty how the courts will rule, we see no serious 

constitutional impediment to this bill as currently drafted.  But the suggested edits to 

section  -19(a)(4) above, which would clarify that health care providers are not required 
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to participate in any way with the provision of lethal drugs under this chapter, would help 

strengthen the bill in the event of a constitutional challenge.   

We encourage the Committee to proceed with this measure, with the 

recommended amendments. 
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92-954 Makakilo Dr. #71, Kapolei, HI 96707  Email: RainbowFamily808@gmail.com Ph: (808) 779-9078 Fax: (808) 672-6347 

 !
February 25, 2018!

 !
Honorable Representative John Mizuno, Chair Health and Human Services Committee!
! and members 
Honorable Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Chair Judiciary Committee 
! and members 
Hawaii State Capitol!
514 Beretania Street!
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813!
 !
            RE:     Strong Support for HB2739 – Medical Aid in Dying 
 !
Rainbow Family 808 strongly supports HB 2739, for individual’s requesting medical aid in dying, an End- 
of-Life Choice.  We acknowledge the Hawaii Blue Ribbon Panel of 1997 on End of Life Options.!
Our Aloha state now reports that 70% of it’s citizens approve of this End of Life Choice.  We support the 
decisions of our individuals and ask that the House Health and Human Services with the House Judiciary 
Committees agree to the Individual’s right to choose their End of Life Choices without interferance from 
churches or others wishing to control an individual’s decision as stated in HB 2739. 
 
One of Rainbow Family 808’s members reports their 1980‘s volunteer time with the Westside division of 
St. Francis Hospice Program. The member spoke to us about the heartbreaking experiences of patients 
lying in bed, not able to eat, speak, walk or care for themselves and the resulting pain the family 
experienced seeing their beloved family members in such horrific pain. This pain many times gets to the 
point that even constant morphice drips fail to ease the pain. This member says there has to be a better 
way to end one’s life. At that time in Hawaii, the Hospice Program did not offer or even talk about any 
relief from pain but rather followed lock step with the Honolulu Diocese distain for a peaceful, dignified 
End of Life Choice. 
 
Many in our group talk about the Hawaii Advance Directive that takes time and consideration about the 
importance of discussing our End of Life Choices.  Some of us already have dianoses that may someday 
result in escalating, unending pain and suffering that is not treatable with any amount of opiodes to 
address the pain. We need and want an option.  Personnally when my life means I can’t think, talk, eat or 
dance but is an unending time of pain, then I want humane and dignified options. For myself, I want a 
doctor who will value and respect my Advance Directive for End of Life Choices.  In fact, I’ve already 
changed Physicans to one who honors my Advance Directive. 
 
Hawaii can no longer allow those in the business of caring for the ill to control any individuals End of Life 
Choices, Advance Directives in order to make money on our suffering.  Time’s UP. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide our support for our Freedom to Choose End of Life decisions 
when we are terminal and qualify the requirements of HB 2739.  Freedom of Choice is the just decision 
for each individual. Rainbow Family 808 asks that you pass HB 2739.!
 !
Sincerely, 
 
Carolyn Martinez Golojuch 
President and Co-Founder Rainbow Family 808 
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Ron Hart Hawaii Citizens for End 
of Life Choices 

Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

To:            Members of the House Committee on Healtlh and Human Services and 
the                             House Committee on Judiciary 

From:      Ronald Hart, PhD, Co-Chair, Hawaii Citizens for End of Life Choices 

RE:           HB2739 relating to Medical Aid in Dying 

Esteemed Representatives: 

In the view of our Members and Supporters, the crux of the debate over Medical 
Aid in Dying is the individual's RIGHT TO CHOOSE. 

People at the end of their lives have both an inherent human right, as well as an 
individual civil right, to choose for themselves the kinds of care and treatment 
they wish to receive, as well as the kinds they do not. This includes the right to 
choose to end pain and suffereing by hasening death with assistance from 
specially trained medical personel. The State of Hawaii needs to recognize this 
right rather than proscribe it. 

We strongly support HB2739 and respectfully urge members of these two 
committees to approve itl  

Thank you for your consideration. 
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Committee: House Committee on Judiciary 
 House Committee on Health & Human Services  
Hearing Date/Time: Tuesday, February 27, 2018, 10:30 a.m. 
Place:   Capitol Auditorium 
Re: Testimony of the ACLU of Hawai!i in Support of H.B. 2739, 

Relating to Health 
 
Dear Chair Nishimoto, Chair Mizuno, and Committee Members: 
 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai!i writes in support H.B. 2739, which allows competent, 
terminally ill adults to obtain prescription medication to end their own life. The ACLU of Hawai!i strongly 
supports the right to bodily autonomy, which includes, among other things, the right to refuse treatment, the 
right to access necessary medical care, and the right to make personal decisions about how to spend oneÕs 
final days. Six states Ñ  Oregon, Montana, California, Vermont, Washington, and Colorado Ñ  and the 
District of Columbia have legalized physician-assisted death.  
 
While the ACLU of Hawai!i is unaware of any documented widespread abuse, it is important that  
any physician-assisted death legislation include proper safeguards to prevent abuse or coercion. In order for 
physician-assisted death to truly be a choice, it must not be the only option. Patients must have access to 
information about pain medication, and palliative care must be readily available. Patients should never be 
pressured or coerced into requesting life-ending medication, whether by a doctor, spouse, or family 
member. H.B. 2739 provides adequate safeguards to address these concerns.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
        Sincerely, 

 
Mateo Caballero 
Legal Director 
ACLU of Hawai!i 

 
The mission of the ACLU of Hawai!i is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the U.S. and State Constitutions. The 
ACLU of Hawai!i fulfills this through legislative, litigation, and public education programs statewide. The ACLU of Hawai!i is a 
non-partisan and private non-profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public and does not accept 
government funds. The ACLU of Hawai!i has been serving Hawai!i for 50 years. 





loved one when they have had a chance to say goodbye, when they have been able to settle affairs 
together and when they know that their loved one was able to pass on without pain or worry or stress.  
 
As these other states of shown, the safety issue inherent in the drug itself can be easily managed. 
Providing this fundamental choice for the individual is a question of human rights.  
 
Please support this measure and do everything you can to make sure it becomes law. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Will Caron 
Social Justice Action Committee Chair 
Young Progressives Demanding Action 
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TESTIMONY FOR HOUSE BILL 2739, RELATING TO HEALTH 
 

House Committee on Health and Human Services  
Hon. John M. Mizuno, Chair 

Hon. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 

House Committee on Judiciary  
Hon. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Chair 

Hon. Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 
 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018, 10:30 AM 
State Capitol, Auditorium 

 
Honorable Chair Mizuno, Chair Nishimoto, and committee members: 
 
 I am Kris Coffield, representing IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy 
organization that currently boasts over 400 members. On behalf of our members, we offer this 
testimony in strong support of House Bill 2739, relating to health.  

 Compassion and choices acts, also known as “death with dignity” laws, empower people 
to end their lives on their own terms. Painful as it may be to discuss, compassion and choices 
enable terminally ill patients to decide whether or not to use prescription pharmaceuticals to avoid 
life supportive processes that prolong dying without enhancing the patient’s quality of life. 
Importantly, compassion and choices do not replace end-of-life care. Patients may still choose to 
receive hospice and palliative care as an alternative to hospitalization, and may deal with terminal 
illness in the comfort of their own homes. Contrary to sensationalized claims from opponents of 
such proposals, patients are not coerced into ending their lives prematurely.  

Relatedly, while we must continue to fight for universal healthcare to prevent medical 
premiums from becoming a debt sentence, there is no evidence to support the notion that 
financial burdens pressure patients to end their lives to cut costs to their families. As Martin 
Levin, Special Counsel for the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights, wrote in 
“Physician-Assisted Suicide: Legality and Morality” (December, 2012), “even if we were to 
consider these figures, the savings only total approximately $10,000 per assisted suicide victim. 
The total savings of approximately $627 million is less than one percent of total United States 
health care expenditures. The reason this figure is so low is because an extremely small percentage 

-~ 
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of Americans receiving health care qualify for physician-assisted suicide. We are not talking about 
the withholding or withdrawing of life-sustaining procedures. This is already legal and widely 
utilized. What we are talking about is allowing a competent adult suffering from an incurable 
illness with less than six months to live to seek the assistance of a physician in ending the patient’s 
life. This number makes up less than one-third of 1 percent of Americans each year, and those who 
do qualify, and who choose to die by assisted suicide, generally end their lives approximately 
three weeks before their natural death would have occurred.” 

 Equally absurd are claims that compassion and choices policies are driven by a desire to 
cut systemic medical costs. Merrill Matthews, Director of the Center for Health Policy Studies at 
the National Center for Policy Analysis, additionally held, in “Would Physician-Assisted Suicide 
Save the Healthcare System Money?”, appearing in Physician Assisted Suicide: Expanding the 
Debate (1998), that: “Would Physician-Assisted Suicide Save Money?  The answer to the question 
seems almost certainly no... The primary reason is that the number of people seeking physician-
assisted suicide and being granted that assistance is extremely small...Most requests for physician 
assistance come in the last month, or even the last days of life, which would drastically reduce the 
actual amount of money saved. For example, in the survey of Dutch physicians, 64 percent said 
they had shortened a patient's life by less than twenty-four hours, and in 16 percent it was shortened 
less than a week...Considering the way we finance healthcare in the United States, it would be hard 
to make a case that there is a financial imperative compelling us to adopt physician-assisted suicide 
in an effort to save money so that others could benefit.” 

Thus, again, this bill isn’t about money. It’s about compassion for people suffering through 
difficult illnesses. Physician-assisted suicide would not save substantial amounts of money–in 
absolute or relative terms–for Hawai’i, negating the argument that individual or governmental 
fiscal pressure makes death more appealing. Patients who seek medical aid in dying do so for many 
reasons, including loss of autonomy, being less able to engage in routine activities, loss of dignity, 
loss of bodily functions, inadequate pain control, and combinations thereof. Gallup polls have 
consistently found that about 70 percent of Americans support doctors using painless means of 
ending the life of someone suffering from an incurable disease, if the patient and his or her family 
request it. Civil Beat likewise found in a November 2017 poll that 63 percent of local voters 
support medical aid in dying legislation, a number has steadily risen in recent years. Clearly, the 
political risk isn’t in passing this measure, but in failing to move it forward.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

Sincerely, 
Kris Coffield 
Executive Director 
IMUAlliance 
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Marsha Joyner Hawaii Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Coalition 

Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  
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Rachel L. Kailianu Ho`omana Pono, LLC Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

In STRONG SUPPORT OF THIS BILL AS A SPOUSE OF A SML (LEUKEMIA) 
PATIENT. 

 



 

 

 

 

HawaiÔi Psychological Association 
For a Healthy HawaiÔi 

P.O. Box 833 
Honolulu, HI  96808 

www.hawaiipsychology.org hpaexec@gmail.com 
Phone: 808-521-8995 

 
Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair 

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
COMMITTEE  ON  HEALTH  &  HUMAN  SERVICES 

 
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto,  Chair 

Rep. Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 
COMMITTEE  ON  JUDICIARY 

 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018, 10:30AM 

Capitol Auditorium, State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street 
 

Testimony in SUPPORT of HB  2739 
Relating to Health 

 
The HawaiÔi Psychological Association (HPA) wishes to offer testimony in support of House Bill 2739.  
HB 2739 Òestablishes a regulatory process under which an adult resident of the State with a medically 
confirmed terminal disease and less than six months to live may choose to obtain a prescription for 
medication to end the patientÕs life. Imposes criminal sanctions for tampering with a patientÕs request for 
a prescription or coercing a patient to request a prescription.Ó 
 
Living with a medically confirmed terminal illness and the individualÕs control over end-of-life decisions 
may be the most difficult decision a person can make, and this is likely to be extremely emotional for the 
patientÕs families and loved ones.  There may be concerns of competency, being pressured, and the ability 
to effectively communicate their wishes that may be raised by those questioning the patientÕs ability to 
make a rational choice in the final stages of his or her life. 
 
HPA believes that this bill has robust safeguards in place to prevent possible abuse, which provide 
possibly the strongest safeguards of any state in our nation. There are also provisions for those with 
advanced mental health professionals, psychologists and psychiatrists, to evaluate the patient to insure the 
decision to aid in the termination of his or her life is rationally considered and effectively communicated.  
Such provisions will insure that a) the patient is cognitively competent to make the decision, b) the 
patient is able to obtain relevant health information they need, c) has effectively communicated questions 
to their providers, d) has weighed the risks and benefits of their choice, e) is referred for counseling when 
appropriate, and d) they understand the procedure in detail.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this testimony. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Tanya Gamby, PhD 
President, HPA 



HB 2739

I strongly support HB2739. I believe in personal sovereignty. This concept grants us the right to 
control our bodies and the choices we make regarding our own lives and health. This is a simple 
concept, with profound consequences once fully realized. To truly live in a country, or state, or 
sovereign nation that recognizes and respects individuals personal or body-sovereignty will truly 
be to live in freedom. Until that time, we can keep working together to try to pass legislation that 
brings us closer to that goal. 

Our HawaiÕi County Democratic Party Platform speciÞcally lists support for Òdeath with dignityÓ 
legislation, as the currently elected East HawaiÕi Vice Chair I am here on behalf of the 
thousands of Democratic Party members in HawaiÕi County who feel that this topic has been 
throughly discussed and is ready to be put into practice. Multiple states have passed similar 
legislation, and the bill on the table today for HawaiÕi has far more safe-guards in place than 
those that have been successfully enacted into law elsewhere. This concept is tried and tested, 
with great success; Oregon, for example (as highlighted in this article: https://
www.medscape.com/viewarticle/869023 ) was the Þrst to pass such legislation, 20 years ago, 
and has had no evidence of misuse or abuse with over 1,500 prescriptions being written. 

It comes down to compassion and personal choice. Where is the humanity in allowing even 
ONE more terminal patient (and their loved ones) the pain of suffering, (and watching their loved 
one suffer) even ONE more day unnecessarily? We donÕt question this act as an act of 
compassion when we decide to end our beloved pets lives once we have been told by a 
veterinarian that they only have a short amount of time left to live and that they are in pain. Our 
animals are not even able to make this choice for themselves, but we trust ourselves to choose 
for them when their suffering is too great and the end is too close for any hope of recovery. In 
this case, the individual will be the one making this choice for themselves, so even more 
freedom is available to them. In fact, as the laws passed elsewhere show, some individuals who 
are able to qualify for this prescription ultimately decide against taking it. Further illustrating the 
point, that as one nears the end of their life and they are suffering from a loss of sense of 
sovereignty or control over their own bodies they are simply comforted in knowing that they 
have some control and that choosing death even a day or two sooner is an option. This grants 
them the peace of mind and comfort to be able to choose to go through the process naturally or 
in their own time, yet they are never denied the option to chose to end their suffering sooner if 
they want that option as well. 

Having witnessed friends and family members slowly succumb to alzheimerÕs and various 
cancers over the years I wish that this had been available to them. I heard them all lament that 
this wasnÕt an option and even if they ultimately wouldnÕt have used the option, I strongly believe 
it would have given them and their loved ones a much greater peace of mind during the last few 
months, weeks, or days. I am speaking out on this issue because I want this option to be 
available to me if/when I reach that point in my life. If there is not a legal option available and I 
decide that this is what I want or need, then I will seek illegal methods as many people have 
been forced to do. Please, letÕs not make those who are suffering go through anything further at 
that time in their lives, letÕs grant them a safe, tried and tested, compassionate option so they 
donÕt have to consider some form of dangerous or illegal suicide at the end of an already 
challenging and emotional road. This is a choice that should be legally allowed between doctors 
and their patients. Thank you for your consideration and support. 
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Testimony supporting House Bill 2739 

Relating To Health; Our Care, Our Choice 

HAWAII STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
10:30 AM 

Capitol Auditorium 
 

Aloha Honorable Committee Chairs, Vice-Chairs and Committee Members: 

My name is Scott Foster and I am testifying as the Chair of the Kupuna Caucus of the 

Democratic Party of Hawai`i (DPH) which currently represents 2000+ politically-active 

Democrats across the state. 

 
The Democratic Party of HawaiiÕs unwavering support for Death With Dignity legislation dates 

back several decades and the issue remains on the DPH State Legislative CommitteeÕs list of  

ÒPrimary Issues.Ó 

 
As a 76-year old kupuna, IÕve witnessed many tragic, painful, deaths with much prolonged 

suffering and like 80% of HawaiiÕs registered voters, I want this freedom of choice. The 20% of 

HawaiiÕs registered voters who have philosophical or religious differences with the concept are 

free to choose to not use the law. ItÕs just that simple.  
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House Bill 2739 is based on the historic Oregon statute and includes all of the proven 

safeguards that have served to protect Oregon patients from any misuse. HB 2739 clearly states:  

 
ÒThese rigorous safeguards would be the strongest of any state in the nation and will thoroughly 

protect patients and their loved ones from any potential abuse.Ó 

 
In fact, the Oregon law has been in effect since 1997 without a single incident of abuse and 

OregonÕs documented 20-year experience with the law has proven this, despite what opponents 

in Hawai`i may say. Using the law is strictly voluntary for both patients and physicians. Only 

the patient can make the request for medication and the patient can rescind the request at any 

time. 

 
Because of the rural character of our geographically separated islands and the growing shortage 

of physicians in Hawai`i, we commend the addition of HawaiiÕs Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses (APRN) to the list of Òproviders.Ó 

 
We urge you to pass this legislation and let HawaiiÕs citizens have this important freedom of 

choice now available to the citizens of Oregon, California, Colorado, Vermont and Washington 

State.  At this very moment, frail and dying Hawai`i residents are needlessly suffering 

protracted deaths. Only you can change this sad situation. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to register our support for House Bill 2739. 

Sincerely, 
/s/ 
Scott Foster 
808-590-5880 
fosters005@hawaii.rr.com 



 

 

 

 

 In Opposition to HB 2739  Medical Aid in Dying  Hearing on February 27, 2018  

 

  

Dear Honorable Chairs Mizuno, Nishimoto and members of the House Committee on Health and Human 
Services and the Judiciary  

  

I am a longterm care , hospice and �‰���o�o�]���š�]�À���������Œ�����‰�Z�Ç�•�]���]���v�����v�����•�‰�}�l���•�‰���Œ�•�}�v���(�}�Œ���,���Á���]�]�[�•���W���Œ�š�v���Œ�•�Z�]�‰��
for Appropriate Compassion and Care..  I am opposed to HB 2739, the Medical Aid In Dying Act.  In my 
firsthand experience with caring for those with terminal illnesses, I have found that in virtually all 
patients, I can, with my expertise, control and manage well all the physical symptoms that accompany 
�š�Z�����o���•�š�����Z���‰�š���Œ���}�(�������‰���Œ�•�}�v�[�•���o�]�(���X�����d�Z�]�•���•�����v���Œ�]�}���}�(�������‰���Œ�•�}�v���Á�Œ�]�š�Z�]�v�P���]�v���‰���]�v���š���š�Z���Œ�������š�}�������Z�}spital or 
nursing home bed is simply not true and is a picture conjured up by the national advocacy group, 
Compassion and Choices to persuade the public to pass such a bill.  

  

Instead, what I have found that a request for dying is often based upon more than the physical 
symptoms, but involves emotional, psychological, social, spiritual, and existential components.  To 
support an individual who is in such a situation, it takes a team of dedicated and trained individuals in 
these areas to provide optimal care.  If this option of death by ingestion of lethal drugs is made available 
to the vulnerable elderly, those with advanced illnesses, and the disabled, doctors whose main agenda is 
to prescribe these drugs will certainly be prone to cause inappropriate deaths.  

  



If one thinks that the safeguards built in to HB 2937 will prevent such a situation from ever happening, 
please realize that with the inability of the records to be available for investigation or review, as well as 
the layers of immunity given to the providers as this bill reads, it is hardly plausible that this safety net 
will protect the vulnerable.  The statistics in Oregon and Washington pointedly expose this.  1) treatable 
depression in this cohort of individuals runs a prevalence rate of at least 25%.  Yet less than 4% of the 
individuals prescribed the lethal drugs were ever referred to a mental health therapist.  Elder abuse runs 
10% in the United States.  To imagine that not one case of abuse has ever been noted points not as 
much to the magnificent deterrence factor of the safeguards, but rather how loose the safety net really 
is!  
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by lethal ingestion of oral medication should be allowed because the Oregon experience of legalized 
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While that seems to be a clear-cut reason for passage of a bill in Hawaii to allow Medical Aid in Dying, it 
is much clearer that these so-called safeguards are not safe, and thus puts the much greater population 
of vulnerable adults such as the elderly, those living with chronic illnesses, the mentally ill, and the 
disabled at risk for inappropriate, premature ending of their lives.  Why?   

  

Despite what is being described as: � T̂hese rigorous safeguards would be the strongest of any 15 state in 
the nation and will thoroughly protect patients and 16 their loved ones from any potential abuse�_, there 
remains absolutely glaring flaws to this bill in regards to patient safety and protection.  

1. The records are not open to the public, including public safety agencies, the police, etc. for 
�]�v�À���•�š�]�P���š�]�}�v�U���‹�µ���o�]�š�Ç���Œ���À�]���Á�U���}�Œ�����v�Ç���}�š�Z���Œ���Œ�����•�}�v�X�����d�Z���Œ���(�}�Œ���U���š�Z�����Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�������^�����•���v�������}�(�������µ�•���•�_������nnot 
be categorically stated when no means of investigation of suspect cases can even be done!  

2. The law protects the providers, not the patients!  The layers of immunity against prosecution for 
undue external influence, misdiagnosis of prognosis, or negligence in lack of recognition of an individual 
requestor who has a treatable depression, leaves an open door to inappropriate care.  As Neal Gorsuch, 
�š�Z�����Œ�������v�š���^�µ�‰�Œ���u�������}�µ�Œ�š���v�}�u�]�v�������•�š���š���•���]�v���Z�]�•�����}�}�l�U���d�Z�����&�µ�š�µ�Œ�����}�(�����•�•�]�•�š�������^�µ�]���]���������v�������µ�š�Z���v���•�]���U���^�/�š��
is also rather remarkable that, while physicians in Oregon are held to a standard of professional 
competence in administering all other treatments they provide, the Oregon assisted suicide statue 
creates an entirely different regime when it comes to administ���Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�]�•���Z�š�Œ�����š�u���v�š�[�U���•�‰�����]�(�]�����o�o�Ç�����v����
uniquely immunizing doctors from criminal prosecution, civil liability, or even professional discipline for 
���v�Ç�������š�]�}�v�•���š�Z���Ç���š���l�����]�v�����•�•�]�•�š�]�v�P�������•�µ�]���]�����U�����•���o�}�v�P�����•���š�Z���������š���]�v���Z�P�}�}�����(���]�š�Z�[�X���^�� 

3. Depression is very prevalent, in this group of vulnerable individuals, as you can imagine.  And 
depression is a treatable problem.  Yet, according to the most recent available data from the Oregon 



department of health, at the end of 2015, less than 4% of those prescribed lethal medications were ever 
referred to a psychiatrist!  

4. There is concern of patient harm even to the individual who desires to die by lethal ingestion of the 
lethal medication.!  The most commonly used medication to cause death is Secobarbitol.  For the 
medication to kill, kill quickly and effectively with minimal or no side effects, a dosage of 9 grams is 
required.  As the drug is most available in 100 mg capsules, it would take swallowing 90 capsules to 
achieve an effective death.  Since this is quite impossible even for a healthy person, it requires 
assistance by others in emptying out the powder of the capsules, making it into a slurry with water and 
the addition of honey, because of its very bitter taste, and hope that the person can ingest it in a 
manner that would ensure no complications with the procedure.  Because of the practical difficulty 
involved with this medication as well as the rapid escalation of its cost, there has been a scramble to 
come up with combinations of other medications to be more convenient and less expensive.  The very 
method of these rushed attempts to trial these concoctions speak to the lack of quality control that is 
entirely antithetical to how drugs are developed and tested to ensure public safety.   5. The bill requires 
t�Á�}���Á�]�š�v���•�•���•���š�}���������‰�Œ���•���v�š�����š���š�Z�����‰���š�]���v�š�[�•���Œ���‹�µ���•�š���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����o���š�Z���o���u�����]�����š�]�}�v�•�U�����µ�š���v�}�v�������š���š�Z�����š�]�u�����}�(��
�š�Z�����•�µ�]���]�����X�����W�š�[�•���š�Z���Œ���(�}�Œ�����u���Ç�����������}���Œ���������]�v�š�}���]�v�P���•�š�]�v�P���š�Z�������Œ�µ�P�U���}�Œ�����v�}�š�Z���Œ���‰���Œ�•�}�v���u���Ç�������u�]�v�]�•�š���Œ��
the drug, leaving the potential for serious abuse.  With the prohibition of not having records be available 
to the public or agencies for investigation, this scenario allows for a criminal act to occur without the 
likelihood of the perpetrator ever being subject to discovery and prosecution.    

  

Please understand, therefore, that allowing such a bill to become public policy, while giving rights to a 
very few, endangers the lives of many, many more; lives for whom if a mistake is made, can never have 
a second chance.  

  

Therefore, in conclusion, this bill legalizing aid in dying, while perhaps benefiting the few who would 
appropriately choose this, has the real potential of harming a greater number of vulnerable individuals.  

  

  

      Respectfully submitted  

  

  

      Craig Nakatsuka, MD, and �,���Á���]�]�[�•���W���Œ�š�v���Œ�•�Z�]�‰���(�}�Œ�����‰�‰�Œ�}�‰�Œ�]���š�� Compassion and Care 
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The��message��that ��suicide��is��okay��harms ��Hawaii’s ��keiki! �������ƒ�˜�‹�•�‰���ƒ���Ž�ƒ�™���–�Š�ƒ�–���•�ƒ�›�•���‹�–�ï�•���‘�•�ƒ�›���–�‘���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���•�‘�•�‡�‘�•�‡��
�ƒ�•�•�‹�•�–���›�‘�—���–�‘���‡�•�†���›�‘�—�”���Ž�‹�ˆ�‡�����—�•�†�‡�”���…�‡�”�–�ƒ�‹�•���…�‹�”�…�—�•�•�–�ƒ�•�…�‡�•�����‹�•���•�‘�–���ƒ���•�‡�•�•�ƒ�‰�‡���–�Š�ƒ�–���•�Š�‘�—�Ž�†���„�‡���’�”�‘�•�‘�–�‡�†���–�‘���‘�—�”���•�‡�‹�•�‹.����
���–�—�†�‹�‡�•���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���•�Š�‘�™�•���–�Š�ƒ�–���‹�•���–�Š�‡���ˆ�‡�™���•�–�ƒ�–�‡�•���–�Š�ƒ�–���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���’�ƒ�•�•�‡�†���–�Š�‹�•���Ž�ƒ�™�á���•�—�‹�…�‹�†�‡�•���‹�•�…�”�‡�ƒ�•�‡�†�ä�‹�������•�����ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�‹�á���•�—�‹�…�‹�†�‡���™�ƒ�•��
�–�Š�‡���•�‘�•�–���…�‘�•�•�‘�•���…�ƒ�—�•�‡���‘�ˆ���ˆ�ƒ�–�ƒ�Ž���‹�•�Œ�—�”�‹�‡�•���ƒ�•�‘�•�‰�����ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�‹���”�‡�•�‹�†�‡�•�–�•���„�‡�–�™�‡�‡�•���t�r�s�r�æ�t�r�s�v�á���ƒ�…�…�‘�—�•�–�‹�•�‰���ˆ�‘�”���‘�•�‡�æ
�“�—�ƒ�”�–�‡�”���‘�ˆ���ƒ�Ž�Ž���ˆ�ƒ�–�ƒ�Ž���‹�•�Œ�—�”�‹�‡�•�ä���������•���ˆ�ƒ�…�–�á���’�‡�”���…�—�”�”�‡�•�–���•�–�ƒ�–�‹�•�–�‹�…�•�á���‘�•�‡���’�‡�”�•�‘�•���†�‹�‡�•���„�›���•�—�‹�…�‹�†�‡���‹�•�����ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�‹���‡�˜�‡�”�›���–�™�‘��
�†�ƒ�›�•�ä���������•�����”�‡�‰�‘�•�á���•�‹�•�…�‡���ƒ�•�•�‹�•�–�‡�†���•�—�‹�…�‹�†�‡���™�ƒ�•���Ž�‡�‰�ƒ�Ž�‹�œ�‡�†�á���–�Š�‡�‹�”�����•�‘�•�æ�ƒ�•�•�‹�•�–�‡�†���•�—�‹�…�‹�†�‡�����”�ƒ�–�‡���Š�ƒ�•���‹�•�…�”�‡�ƒ�•�‡�†���‡�˜�‡�”�›���›�‡�ƒ�”�ä����
���‡���•�‹�•�’�Ž�›���•�Š�‘�—�Ž�†���•�‘�–���†�‘���ƒ�•�›�–�Š�‹�•�‰���•�‡�•�†���•�‹�š�‡�†���•�‡�•�•�ƒ�‰�‡�•���–�‘���‘�—�”���…�‘�•�•�—�•�‹�–�›�ï�•���›�‘�—�–�Š�ä������
��
It ��puts��the��poor,��elderly, ��sick��and��disabled��at ��risk ��for ��abuse��–��no��matter ��what ��the��proposed��penalties.�������‡�”��
�–�Š�‡�����ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�ƒ�Ž�����†�—�Ž�–�����”�‘�–�‡�…�–�‹�˜�‡�����‡�”�˜�‹�…�‡�•�����•�•�‘�…�‹�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�á���”�‡�…�‡�•�–���”�‡�•�‡�ƒ�”�…�Š���‹�•�†�‹�…�ƒ�–�‡�•���–�Š�ƒ�–���‡�Ž�†�‡�”���ˆ�‹�•�ƒ�•�…�‹�ƒ�Ž���‡�š�’�Ž�‘�‹�–�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���ƒ�•�†��
�ƒ�„�—�•�‡���‹�•�������������������™�‹�†�‡�•�’�”�‡�ƒ�†�á���‡�š�’�‡�•�•�‹�˜�‡�á���ƒ�•�†���•�‘�•�‡�–�‹�•�‡�•���‡�˜�‡�•���†�‡�ƒ�†�Ž�›�ä�������‹�–�Š���‡�Ž�†�‡�”���ƒ�„�—�•�‡���ƒ���•�ƒ�Œ�‘�”���’�”�‘�„�Ž�‡�•���‹�•��
���ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�‹�����‘�•�‡���•�‡�™�•���•�–�‘�”�›���”�‡�’�‘�”�–�‡�†���ƒ���u�r�r�¨���‹�•�…�”�‡�ƒ�•�‡���‹�‹�á���–�—�”�•�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡���”�‹�‰�Š�–���–�‘���†�‹�‡���‹�•�–�‘���ƒ���†�—�–�›���–�‘���†�‹�‡�������…�”�‡�ƒ�–�‹�•�‰���•�—�„�–�Ž�‡��
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HB 2739  
Opposing Testimony  

 
Submitted by Bonnie L. Moore 

President, Marana tha Ministries, Inc. 
A Hawaii Nonprofit Corporation  

 
I am asking those who are working upon this legislation and those who are seeking its passage the 
following questions: 
 
1. What is the advantage in passing this law?  
 
2. How does it improve the quality of life for the people of Hawaii?  
 
3. Why are you taking away valuable time and the �W�D�[�S�D�\�H�U�V�¶ money concentrating on this 
Bill instead of spending that time and money on the already pressing issues of improving services 
for the care and support of the elderly, disabled, the homeless, and those being victimized in human 
trafficking? 
 
4. Intentional and knowing murder, especially by poison, has always been, and still is, a very 
serious crime. Why do you want to make it legal now? 



HB-2739 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:03:00 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/27/2018 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Virginia Domligan The Prayer Center of 
The Pacific 

Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Rep. John Mizano Chair Rep.Scott Nishimoto Chair HHS/JUD 

Testifying in Person: Virginia Domligan The Prayer Center of The Pacific 

We strongly oppse HB2739 Relating to Health (Physician Assisted Suicide) Death 
is a part of  Life Physician Assisted Suiside is  NOT- listen to the heart of the people 
not the minority who like the same -sex marriage bill got railroaded in. This is the land of 
Aloha with no options to suicide by the Legislative body and Organizations. We the 
majority of the people of the State of Hawii say NO..who cannot be here on this fast 
tract to testify becasue of the need to work due to the high cost of living and the high 
taxes imposed upon our people in our beloved Hawaii. Year after year this same bill 
with different names shows up. Just say NO. My mother had terminal cancer in the 
esophagus who had three month to live it was a dreadful diease. We met with the staff 
from Hospice at St. Francis Hospital they expalined the process of death medically. As 
my mother got progressively weaker we admitted her into a care home. She had 
excellent care and pain magement.  She had made ro mention of wanted to be put to 
death by her physician never the thought crossed any of our minds. At her last hour of 
the  process of dying the staff in the hospital was on hand with compassion we held her 
hands and said our good byes. My mother died in dignity the process was handled 
professionally by her Physians who took an oath to perseve life not because of culture 
pressures change dignity and death for convience sake. This bill if passed is an 
open door to euthanasia targeting the frail elderly, the handicap and special needs 
patients. Case to note in the Netherlands where doctors have preacticed doctor 
assisted suicide and euthanasia for more than a decade two Dutch government reports 
conducted in 1990 and 1995 found an average of 21 percent of the patients were killed 
without explicent consent of the patients. 

 



Honolulu County Republican Party  
725 Kapiolani Blvd, C-105 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

February 24, 2018 
 
House Committee on Health and Human Services & House Committee on Judiciary 
Capitol Auditorium 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: Opposition to HB-2739  
 
Dear Chair Mizuno, Chair Nishimoto, Vice Chair Kobayashi, Vice Chair San Buenaventura and 
Committee Members, 
 
The Honolulu County Republican Party STRONGLY OPPOSES HB-2739. 
 
Hawaii Republicans affirm the sanctity of life and the inherent dignity of each human being from 
conception to natural death.  We believe all human life is sacred regardless of age or infirmity, 
and therefore we oppose assisted suicide and euthanasia in any form. 
 
The Hippocratic Oath proclaims: �³�,���Z�L�O�O���N�H�H�S���>�W�K�H���V�L�F�N�@���I�U�R�P���K�D�U�P���D�Q�G���L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����,���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U��
�J�L�Y�H���D���G�H�D�G�O�\���G�U�X�J���W�R���D�Q�\�E�R�G�\���Z�K�R���D�V�N�H�G���I�R�U���L�W�����Q�R�U���Z�L�O�O���,���P�D�N�H���D���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�L�V���H�I�I�H�F�W���´�� This 
is an essential precept for a flourishing civil  society.  No one, especially a doctor, should be 
permitted to kill intentionally or assist in killing intentionally.  Physicians are sworn to eliminate 
illness and disease but never eliminate their patients. 
 
Physician-assisted suicide (PAS) will create bad incentives for insurance providers and the cost 
of healthcare.  PAS �Z�L�O�O���R�I�W�H�Q���E�H���D���P�R�U�H���³�F�R�V�W-�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�´���P�H�D�V�X�U�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H��
bottom line than is actually caring for patients.  Life is priceless and should never be diminished 
to the �³bottom line.�  ́ 
 
Instead of embracing PAS, we should respond to suffering with true aloha!  Those seeking PAS 
typically suffer from depression and loneliness.  Instead of helping them to kill themselves, we 
should offer them appropriate medical care and human comfort.  For those in physical pain, 
palliative care can manage their pain and symptoms effectively.  For those whom death is 
imminent, hospice care and fellowship can comfort them in their last days.  Anything less is not 
pono and contradicts our Aloha spirit. 
 



2 

Regardless of how many safe guards you place in this bill, it still promotes suicide.  It is illogical 
and hypocritical for you as our elected officials to promote PAS as �³�G�L�J�Q�L�I�L�H�G���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q�H���´��
while recognizing suicide as a serious statewide public health concern in all other circumstances 
and spending enormous resources to combat it.  Just look at the nine bills aimed at suicide 
prevention. 
 
Even after a recent suicide here locally, our own State Health Department said there are some 
disturbing trends regarding teens and suicide; and the percentage of Hawaii teens who make 
suicide plans and attempt suicide is among the highest in the nation.  A Southern Medical 
Journal 2015 study concluded that, �³�/�H�J�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���3�$�6���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���U�D�W�H��
of total suicides relative to other states and no decrease in non-assisted suicides..���  ́ What 
message are you sending to our youth?  Suicide is not the answer unless you us it to avoid an 
unnecessarily prolonged life of pain and suffering.  
 
The most profound injustice of PAS is that it violates human dignity and denies equality before 
the law. Every human being has intrinsic dignity and is the subject of immeasurable worth. No 
natural right to PAS exists, and arguments for such a right are incoherent. A legal system that 
seeks to vindicate a right to assisted suicide will  jeopardize the real natural right to life for all of 
us. 
 
�³�/�L�I�H���L�V���*�R�G�¶�V���P�R�V�W���S�U�H�F�L�R�X�V���J�L�I�W�����Q�R��principle, however glorious, may justify the taking of it.�´ 
Arthur Miller. 
 
Do not pass HB-2739! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Brett Kulbis 
Chairman 
Honolulu County Republican Party 
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Comments:  

As a member of the largest professional organization of nurses we would like you to 
know that the position of the ANA is strong opposition to assisted suicide. 

 



 

DATE:   February 23, 2018 
 
  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
  Rep. John Mizuno, Chair 
  Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 
  COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
  Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Chair 
  Rep. Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 
 
FROM:  Janet Grace, Executive Director �t Hawaii Life Alliance 
 
POSITION: STRONG OPPOSITION for HB 2739; Relating to Health 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Janet Grace, the executive director for 
Hawaii Life Alliance which is a leading organization for life advocacy in Hawaii.  
 
As a leading organization for life advocacy in Hawaii, we believe that every human life is sacred 
and deserves equal protection under the law. We work through education, public policy, and 
political action to promote a culture that values and protects the dignity and worth of every 
person, regardless of age, status, or ability. We strive to make life the clear choice for all by 
addressing complex ethical, legal, and social issues with aloha, compassion, and respect for 
others. 
 
Hawaii Life Alliance opposes assisted suicide and euthanasia for many reasons. We believe that 
legitimizing these practices in society inevitably leads to the cheapening of a human life and 
callousness toward weaker members of society, particularly those unable to speak for 
themselves. While proponents argue for legalization of assisted suicide on the basis of personal 
autonomy, there are countless instances in which assisted suicide leads to euthanasia, which 
leads to non-voluntary euthanasia.  
 
We believe that a request for suicide is really a cry for help.  Individuals who are asking to die 
deserve appropriate physical, emotional, and spiritual support. We see no difference between a 
suicidal person threatening to jump from a building and one in a hospital room asking to die 
prematurely. In the first case we would immediately respond by taking all means necessary to 
�^�š���o�l���š�Z�����‰���Œ�•�}�v�����}�Á�v�_�����v�������v�•�µ�Œ�����š�Z���Ç���Œ�������]�À�����Z���o�‰�X���Z���š�Z���Œ���š�Z���v���������v���}�v�������‰���Œ�•�}�v���š�}�����]����
prematurely, we believe the morally right and humane step to take would be to intervene with 
positive alternatives to suicide.  
   

1. Proponents argue that assisted suicide should be legal for those in pain and prevents 
needless suffering. However, modern medicine has the ability to control pain, and great 
advances have been made in the area of palliative care. A person who seeks to kill him 
or herself to avoid pain does not need legalized assisted suicide but a doctor better 
trained in alleviating pain.  



2. Current medical science is such that nearly all kinds of physical pain can be alleviated; 
�‰�Z�Ç�•�]���]���v�����•�•�]�•�š�������•�µ�]���]���������v�������µ�š�Z���v���•�]���U���]�v�����o�u�}�•�š�����o�o�������•���•���]�•�v�[�š���v�������•�•���Œ�Ç���š�}���^�‰�Œ���À���v�š��
�v�������o���•�•���•�µ�(�(���Œ�]�v�P�X�_ 

3. Most importantly, if killing the elderly, disabled, or seriously ill in order to prevent their 
�(�µ�š�µ�Œ�����•�µ�(�(���Œ�]�v�P���]�•���i�µ�•�š�]�(�]�����U���Á�Z�Ç�������v�[�š���Á�����l�]�o�o�����À���Œ�Ç�}�v�������o�•�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�����•���u�����Œ�����•�}�v�M�����(�š���Œ�U��
all, we all have suffering in our future.  
 

Further, research from the Netherlands (where physician assisted suicide and euthanasia are 
legal) show that the vast majority of euthanasia requests are due to mental illness.  
 
HB2739, Section 6 Counseling referral. If, in the opinion of either (NOT mandatory �t NO 
ENFORCEMENT) 
9 the attending provider or consulting provider, there are  
10 indications of psychiatric or psychological disorder,  
11 the attending provider or consulting provider shall (not MUST) refer the  
�í�î���‰���š�]���v�š���(�}�Œ�����}�µ�v�•���o�]�v�P�X���E�}���u�����]�����š�]�}�v���š�}�����v�����š�Z�����‰���š�]���v�š�[�•���oife (A screening from a doctor 
untrained in mental health is NOT sufficient) 
13 pursuant to this chapter shall be prescribed until the person  
14 performing the counseling determines that the patient is not  
15 suffering from a psychiatric or psychological disorder or  
16 depression causing impaired judgment: �~���}���š�}�Œ�[�•���Á�]�o�o���š���o�o���Ç�}�µ���š�Z���š�������}�µ�š���*���}�(�����o�o���‰���š�]���v�š�•��
with terminal disease will suffer from some form of treatable DEPRESSION.) 
 
�W�Z�Ç�•�]���]���v�����•�•�]�•�š�������•�µ�]���]�������•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���Œ�•���•���Ç���š�Z���š���^�Á�����u�µ�•�š�����v�•�µ�Œ�����‰���š�]���v�š����utonomy and respect 
�š�Z�����Á�]�•�Z���•���}�(���š�Z�����‰���š�]���v�š�X�_���t�Z�]�o�������À���Œ�Ç���‰���Œ�•�}�v���‰�}�•�•���•�•���•�������P�Œ�����š���������o���}�(�����µ�š�}�v�}�u�Ç�����v����
personal liberty, there are obviously certain limitations. Life has traditionally been regarded as a 
higher value than liberty, and for good reason: W�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���o�]�(���U���o�]�����Œ�š�Ç���]�•�v�[�š���‰�}�•�•�]���o���X���E�}���}�v�����Z���•��
the freedom to take innocent human life �t ���À���v���}�v���[�•���}�Á�v���o�]�(���X���/�Œ�}�v�]�����o�o�Ç�U���‰�Z�Ç�•�]���]���v�����•�•�]�•�š������
�•�µ�]���]���������v�������µ�š�Z���v���•�]�������}���•�v�[�š�[�����v�•�µ�Œ�������µ�š�}�v�}�u�Ç���t �]�š�����v���•�����µ�š�}�v�}�u�Ç�X�������������‰���}�‰�o���������v�[�š���u���l����
choices.  
 
Make no mistake, physician assisted suicide and euthanasia does not allow people to die with 
dignity. Life cannot be dignified by deliberately ending it. Death by physician assisted suicide is 
dehumanizing. 
 
With the potential availability of physician assisted suicide and euthanasia, doctors may fail to 
���}�Œ�Œ�����š�o�Ç�����]���P�v�}�•���������‰���š�]���v�š�[�•���u���v�š���o���]�o�o�v���•�•�����o�}�v�P���Á�]�š�Z�����v��often-incorrect prognosis of terminal 
illness with less than six months to live; instead of getting proper treatment, they are 
euthanized or allowed to commit suicide.  
 
Once physician assisted suicide and euthanasia becomes widely accepted in a society, patients 
�u���Ç���(�����o�������^���µ�š�Ç�_���š�}�����]�������v�����u���Ç�����Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�������‰�Œ���•�•�µ�Œ�������v�������}���Œ���]�}�v���(�Œ�}�u�����}���š�}�Œ�•�����v�����(���u�]�o�Ç��
�u���u�����Œ�•���š�}���v�}�š�������������^���µ�Œ�����v�_���}�v���š�Z���]�Œ���(���u�]�o�Ç�����v�����•�}���]���š�Ç.  
 
Voluntary, physician assisted suicide and euthanasia leads naturally to involuntary euthanasia. 
�/�(���]�š�[�•�����������‰�š�����o�����(�}�Œ���������}�u�‰���š���v�š���‰���š�]���v�š���š�}�����Z�}�}�•�����������š�Z���(�}�Œ���}�v���•���o�(�U���Z�}�Á�������v���Á���������‰�Œ�]�À�������v��
incompetent patient of that possibility? Someone else must be allowed to make the decision 
for such a patient �t and possibly against their wishes, were they able to express them.  Such is 
the flawed reasoning of physician assisted suicide and euthanasia advocates.  
 



We believe there are no positive outcomes to physician assisted suicide and euthanasia that 
could possibly justify it.   
 
�E���]�š�Z���Œ���š�Z���� �o���Á���v�}�Œ���u�����]�����o�� ���š�Z�]���•�� �Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���•���š�Z���š�� �^���À���Œ�Ç�š�Z�]�v�P�����������}�v���_���š�}�� �l�����‰�������‰���Œ�•�}�v�� ���o�]�À���X��
�/�v�•�]�•�š���v�����U�� ���P���]�v�•�š�� �š�Z���� �‰���š�]���v�š�[�•�� �Á�]�•�Z���•�U�� �š�Z���š�� �������š�Z�� ������ �‰�}�•�š�‰�}�v������ ���Ç�� ���À���Œ�Ç�� �u�����v�•�� ���À���]�o�����o����is 
contrary to law and practice. It is also cruel and inhumane. 
 
�/�v���K�Œ���P�}�v�U���o���P���o�]�Ì���š�]�}�v���Z���•�����o�o�}�Á�������š�Z�����K�Œ���P�}�v���,�����o�š�Z���W�o���v���š�}���•�š�����Œ�����]�š�]�Ì���v�•���š�}���•�µ�]���]�����X���K�Œ���P�}�v�[�•��
suicide rate for other suicides has greatly increased. Hawaii already has one of the highest rates 
�}�(���š�����v���•�µ�]���]�����Y�Á�������}���v�}�š���v���������š�Z�����^�K�Œ���P�}�v�����Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�����X�_�����~�D���v�Ç���,���Á���]�]���^���v���š�}�Œ�•�����v����
Representatives have vowed to establish laws this legislative session that would reduce and 
prevent suicide in Hawaii which Hawaii Life Alliance has weighed in on in strong support.  
HB2739 contradicts those efforts and clearly shows a double standard, double talk and a 
disingenuous representation of the true spirit of reducing suicide in the aloha state) 
 
I urge you, do not move this bill out of committee. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  
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re. HB2739  

  

Honorable Chair Belatti & members of the House Committee on Health: 

 
I write as a local psychiatrist in Hawaii, and as an expert on the phenomenon of suicide. 

Numerous psychiatrists in Honolulu stand in strong opposition to this bill. I write on their 
�E�H�K�D�O�I�«���W�R���X�U�J�H���\�R�X���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���W�K�H���E�L�O�O����  

Leading studies have demonstrated that depression occurs at very high rates among 
the terminally ill. In one study, over 50% of all terminally ill patients with a serious desire 
for hastened death, had a diagnosable mental disorder . *Wilson et al, J Support Pall 
Care, 2014.  



Given this fact, we are continually appalled by the data on assisted suicide coming out 
of Oregon and Washington. The data is very clear: in states which allow lethal 
prescriptions, referrals to a psychologist are almost never made .  In 2015, in 
Washington, out of 213 lethal prescriptions, only 8 referrals were made to a mental 
health provider. This, according to a Death With Dignity Annual Report.   

In my professional opinion, those with depression are falling through the cracks. It is 
very difficult to recognize a serious depression in a terminally ill person. In 2007, for 
instance, it was found that non-psychiatrists fail to diagnose a real, existing depression 
about 63% of the time. *Cepoiu et al (JGIM 2007).  

The idea that a non-psychiatrist can reliably decide wh�H�Q���W�R���µ�U�H�I�H�U���I�R�U���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�L�Q�J�¶���R�U���Q�R�W����
in this terminally sick and population, is a sham. For this reason, many national leaders 
in our field of psychiatry have expressed hesitation at these bills.  

Paul Appelbaum, who teaches at Columbia University and is perhaps the foremost 
expert on psychiatry and the law, has expressed worry that in countries which have 
legalized euthanasia for psychiatric reasons, such as the Netherlands, there would be 
less political pressure to improve psychiatric services.  

The American Psychiatric Association released in 2017 a formal position statement in 
opposition to assisted suicide for the non-terminally ill.   

Many in our field see these sorts of bills as a slippery slope. Dr. Martin Komrad, of the 
�$�3�$�¶�V���H�W�K�L�F�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����K�D�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���³So far, no other country that has implemented 
physician-assisted suicide has been able to constrain its application solely to the 
terminally ill, eventually including non-�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���D�V���O�H�J�D�O�O�\���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O�«���W�K�L�V��
is when psychiatric patients start to be included.� ́

Belgium, having first passed bills like our SB1129, is now a place where lethal 
prescriptions are given for such mental health conditions as autism, anorexia, or sexual 
abuse. 

It means little that American doctors are split on the issue. For half a century, lobotomy 
had its detractors, but was considered a humane procedure on the whole.  

We also wish you to keep in mind that lobotomies were often voluntary. Many patients 
�U�H�T�X�H�V�W�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�����1�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����W�R�G�D�\�¶�V���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V���L�V���W�K�D�W���Oobotomy is a barbaric 
�S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�����,�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�����L�W���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���P�D�W�W�H�U���K�R�Z���E�D�G�O�\���V�R�P�H���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���Z�D�Q�W���D���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�����7�K�D�W��
is a spurious point, as can be seen from the reflection that if every doctor was unwilling 
to do it, the whole debate would disappear.  

Autonomy is often cited as the most important principle of medical ethics. It is not.    

Primum non-�Q�R�F�H�U�H�����R�U���I�L�U�V�W���G�R���Q�R���K�D�U�P�����L�V���W�K�H���µ�I�L�U�V�W�¶���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���R�I���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���H�W�K�L�F�V�����$�Q�G�����E�\��
that standard of patient autonomy-comes-first, we psychiatrists would be the least 



eth�L�F�D�O���R�I���D�O�O���S�K�\�V�L�F�L�D�Q�V���«�V�L�Q�F�H���Z�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���D�G�P�L�W���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V��against their will to our 
treatment wards. We admit them against their will to ensure their safety and to alleviate 
their immense suffering.  

We ask, why is the bill not extended to cover those with mental illness? Do they not 
suffer too, like the terminally ill? The terminally ill suffer for only a few months. Those 
with bipolar depression suffer for a lifetime. They can become suicidal precisely 
because they suffer so much. The bill you are considering is intrinsically callous towards 
the severely mentally ill.  

We think legislators should not get into the thorny business of telling some patients that 
�W�K�H�L�U���V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���T�X�L�W�H���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D�«  

Such questions of suffering as they relate to suicide are, on a global scale, almost 
meaningless anyway. Yes, pain is a small positive predictor for suicide in America, but 
globally speaking, the third world, where narcotics are not readily available, has the 
lowest suicide rates, according to the World Health Organization. The highest suicide 
rates are in countries where narcotics are plentiful. 

�$�O�O�R�Z���X�V���W�R���V�X�J�J�H�V�W���W�K�D�W���W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O���³�S�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�´���D�U�H���Q�R�W���W�K�H���V�L�P�S�O�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V��
inferred by this bill. And allow us to suggest that when proposed laws set a rift between 
the mentally ill and other forms of suffering, it is your duty to block such laws.  

Cordially,  

  

Thomas Cook, M.D.  

  

  

  

Additionally:  

  

Celia Ona, M.D.                 Ethan Pien, M.D.  

Michael Chang, M.D.       Mark Kang, M.D.  

Rachel Sullivan, M.D.      Dennis Mee-Lee, M.D.  
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1..#(')$2I/.$"&$&.92,;$9,2+.2.&$=;I').&7$2"$0.;1R,#%('(02.&$2+.$%.#(9,2("'$('2"$2+.(&$/"#43$

m ]'$O&.)"'7$P\Z$(0$2+.$0.9"'#$%"02$9"%%"'$#(,)'"0(07$,12.&$9,'9.&7$,%"')$=."=;.$@+"$
+,B.$I2(;(?.#$2+.$8.,2+$@(2+$8()'(24$P92$0('9.$DMMV3$["&$2+.$B,02$%,_"&(24$"1$0(2I,2("'07$
.B.'$1"&$=."=;.$@(2+$=,&,;4?(')$#(0"&#.&0$0I9+$,0$P\Z7$,$0(CR%"'2+$=&")'"0(0$(0$0I11(9(.'2$
2(%.$2"$&.QI.02$,'#$0.;1R,#%('(02.&$,(#R(' R#4(')$%.#(9,2("'3$

$
*"%=,00("'$<$*+"(9.0$#".0$'"2$0I=="&2$%.#(9,;$,(#R(' R#4(')$/(;;0$2+,2$#"$'"2$&.QI(&.$0.;1R
,#%('(02&,2("'$"1$2+.$%.#(9,;$,(#R(' R#4(')$%.#(9,2("'$/.9,I0.$(2$(0$,$9"&.$0,1.)I,&#$1"&$
=&.B.'2(')$="2.'2(,;$,/I0.$ 2"$.'0I&.$2+,2$2+.$#4(')$=.&0"'$n $,'#$"';4$2+.$#4(')$=.&0"'$n $(0$
%,A(')$2+.$#.9(0("'$2"$,#%('(02.&$2+.$%.#(9,2("'3$*<*$02&"');4$&.9"%%.'#0$,%.'#(')$ $2+. $
=&"B(0("'$('$2+.$/(;;$,0$#.%"'02&,2.#$/.;"@3$
$

o$REF$]$&.QI.02$2+,2$%4$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&$=&.09&(/.$%.#(9,2("'$$2+,2$]$%,4$0.;1R
,#%('(02.&$1"&$,$=.,9.1I;$#.,2+3$$2"$.'#$%4$;(1.b$=&"B(#.#$2+,2$%4$$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&$
%,4$,00(02$('$2+.$,#%('(02&,2("'$"1$2+.$DL$%.#(9,2("'$(1$]$,%$I',/;.$2"$0.;1R,#%('(02.&$
2+.$%.#(9,2("'$#I.$DV$2"$%4$2.&%(',;$(;;'.003$

$
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!2"*K%==*#$7(G#*$'*#["D*G7$7*7(G*?7%=#*$'*C5'$"8$*C7$%"($*C5%I78)*'(*C4K=%8*5"8'5G#Z*
N+.$/(;;$&.QI(&.0$2+,2$2+.$#.,2+$9.&2(1(9,2.$;(02$'"2$"';4$2+.$2.&%(',;$#(0.,0.$,0$2+.$(%%.#(,2.$
9,I0.$"1$#.,2+7$/I2$,;0"$&.QI(&.0$0=.9(14(')$2+,2$0.;1R,#%('(02&,2("'$"1$2+.$%.#(9,2("'$,0$2+.$
9,I0.$"1$#.,2+3$["&$=.&0"',;$=&(B,94$=I&="0.07$2+.$#.,2+$9.&2(1(9,2.7$@+(9+$(0$,$=I/;(9$&.9"&#7$
0+"I;#$;(02$2+.$I'#.&;4(')$(;;'.00$,0$2+.$9,I0.$"1$#.,2+3$Z=.9(1(9,;;4$;(02(')$0.;1R,#%('(02&,2("'$"1$
2+.$%.#(9,2("'$,0$2+.$9,I0.$"1$#.,2+$I'1,(&;4$02()%,2(?.0$,'#$#(09&(%(',2.0$,),('02$2.&%(',;;4$(;;$
=,2(.'20$@+"$#.9(#.$2"$I2(;(?.$%.#(9,;$,(#$('$#4(')$"B.&$"2+.&$.'#R"1R;(1.$9,&.$"=2("'03$:I/;(9$
,''"I'9.%.'2$"1$,'$('#(B(#I,;>0$=.&0"',;$.'# R"1R;(1.$9,&.$#.9(0("'$@"I;#$,;;"@$"=="0(2("'$
)&"I=0$;(A.$2+.$6.02/"&"$K,=2(02$*+I&9+$2"$0+"@$I=$2"$=&"2.02$,2$1I'.&,;07$_I02$,0$2+.4$+,B.$
#"'.$,2$2+.$1I'. &,;0$"1$=."=;.$@+"$#(.#$"1$P]8Z$,'#$J]i3$N+.4$I0.$9,I0.$"1$#.,2+$,0$,$@.,="'$
2"$02()%,2(?.$,'#$0+,%.3$*<*$02&"');4$&.9"%%.'#0$,%.'#(')$$2+.$=&"B(0("'$('$2+.$/(;;$,0$
#.%"'02&,2.#$/.;"@3$
$

o$RG$P22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&b$#I2(.0$
`/a$S"2@(2+02,'#(')$,'4$"2+.&$=&"B(0("'$"1$;,@7$,'$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&$%,4$0()'$2+.$
QI,;(1(.#$=,2(.'2>0$#.,2+$9.&2(1(9,2.3$N+.$#.,2+$9.&2(1(9,2.$0+,;;$;(02$2+.$I'#.&;4(')$
2.&%(',;$#(0.,0.$,'#$0.;1R,#%('(02&,2("'$"1$2+.$%.#(9,2("'$=&.09&(/.#$=I&0I,'2$2"$2+(0$
9+,=2.&$,0$2+.$(%%.#(,2.$9,I0.$"1$#.,2+3$

*
!2"*K%==*5"#$5%8$#*V47=%$)*8'($%(44&*'?*875"*K)*&7(G7$%(B*("%$2"5*$2"*8'(#4=$%(B*C2)#%8%7(*('5*
$2"*&"($7=*2"7=$2*C5'?"##%'(7=*27I"*C5"I%'4#=)*7##4&"G*5"#C'(#%K%=%$)*?'5*$2"*875"*'?*$2"*
C7$%"($*D%$2*$2"*7$$"(G%(B*C5'I%G"5Z**
!(B.'$2+.$9+,;;.').0$=&.0.'2.#$/4$,$09,&9.$'I%/.&$"1$%.#(9,;$,'#$%.'2,;$+.,;2+$=&"B(#.&0$"'$
2+.$(0;,'#07$%,'#,2(')$2+,2$'.(2+.&$2+.$9"'0I;2(')$=+40(9(,'$'"&$2+.$%.'2,;$+.,;2+$=&"1.00("',;$
+,B.$=&.B("I0;4$,00I%.#$&.0="'0(/(;(24$1"&$2+.$9,&.$"1$2+.$=,2(.'2$@(2+$2+.$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&$
02,'#0$'"2$"';4$2"$;(%(2$,99.00$2"$%.#(9,;$,(#$('$#4(')7$/I2$%,4$(%=,92$2+.$"B.&,;;$QI,;(24$"1$
.'# R"1R;(1.$9,&.7$/4$#(0&I=2(')$2+.$2.&%(',;;4$(;;$=,2(.'2>0$9"'2('I(24$"1$9,&.3$$
$
["&$.C,%=;.7$2+(0$=&"B(0("'$@"I;#$=&"+(/(2$,$2.&%(',;;4$(;;$=,2(.'2>0$"'9";")(02$2&.,2(')$+(0$"&$+.&$
9,'9.&$1&"%$0.&B(')$,0$2+.$,22.'#(')$"&$9"'0I;2(')$=+40(9(,'$('$9"'_I'92("'$@(2+$2+.$2.&%(',;;4$
(;;$=,2(.'2>0$=&(%,&4$9,&.$=+40(9(,'$/.9,I0.$2+.0.$2@"$=+40(9(,'0$+,B.$I'#"I/2.#;4$9""&#(',2.#$
2+.$=,2(.'2>0$9,&.$,2$0"%.$="('23$$
$
P'$('#.=.'#.'2$,00.00%.'2$"1$2+.$9"'0I;2(')$=&"B(#.&$,'#$%.'2,;$+.,;2+$=&"B(#.&$.B,;I,2(')$,$
=,2(.'2>0$&.QI.02$1"&$%.#(9,;$,(#$('$#4(')$"&$9,=,9(24$2"$%,A.$,'$('1"&%.#$#.9(0("'$(0$,;&.,#4$$
=,&2$"1$2+.$02,'#,&#$"1$9,&.$('$JK$ELFMb$$,'4$=&"B(#.&$@+"$#".0$'"2$%..2$2+(0$02,'#,&#$@"I;#$
'"2$/.$,11"&#.#$2+.$=&"2.92("'0$2+,2$JK$ELFM$=&"B(#.03$*<*$02&"');4$&.9"%%.'#0$&.%"B,;$"1$
2+.0.$=&"B(0("'0$('$2+.$/(;;3$
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*
!2"*K%==*=%&%$#*$2"*#8'C"*'?*7GI7(8"G*C578$%8"*5"B%#$"5"G*(45#"#*$'*$27$*'?*7(*7$$"(G%(B*
C5'I%G"5Z**
6.$0I=="&2$.11"&20$2"$.'0I&.$,99.00$2"$%.#(9,;$,(#$('$#4(')$,'#$/.;(.B.$2+,2$.C=,'#(')$2+.$
09"=.$"1$=&,92(9.$2"$('9;I#.$,#B,'9.#$=&,92(9.$&.)(02.&.#$'I&0.0$@(;;$+.;=$2"$,##&.00$"'.$"1$2+.$
9+,;;.').0$="0.#$/4$2+.$=&"B(#.&$0+"&2,).3$]2$(0$I'9;.,&$@+.2+.&$;(%(2(')$2+.$,/(;(24$"1$,'$
,#B,'9.#$=&,92(9.$&.)(02.&.#$'I&0.$2"$0.&B.$"';4$('$2+.$&";.$"1$2+.$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&$@,0$
('2.'2("',;3$P'$,#B,'9.#$=&,92(9.$&.)(02.&.#$'I&0.$@"I;#$0.&B.$_I02$,0$.C=.&2;4$,0$,$9"'0I;2(')$
=&"B(#.&$+"@.B.&$@.$,)&..$2+,2$,2$%('(%I%7$"'.$"1$2+.$2@"$=&"B(#.&0$0+"I;#$/.$,$=+40(9(,'$
@+"$%..20$2+.$#.1('(2("'$,0$=&"B(#.#$('$2+.$/(;;3$6.$@"I;#$0I)).02$,$1&(.'#;4$,%.'#%.'2$2"$
9;,&(14$2+(0$;,')I,).3$\,')I,).$0I)).02.#$1&"%$&.%"B,;$(0$02&I9A$2+&"I)+7$'.@;4$=&"="0.#$
;,')I,).$(0$ I'#.&;('.# 3$
$

o$RD$8.1('(2("'03$
dP22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&e$%.,'0$,$=+40(9(,'$;(9.'0.#$=I&0I,'2$2"$9+,=2.&$GHF$"&$,'$
,#B,'9.#$=&,92(9.$&.)(02.&.#$'I&0.$;(9.'0.#$=I&0I,'2$2"$9+,=2.&$GHL$@+"$+,0$=&(%,&4$
&.0="'0(/(;(24$1"&$2+.$9,&.$"1$2+.$=,2(.'2$,'#$2&.,2%.'2$"1$2+.$=,2(.'2>0$2.&%(',;$#(0.,0.3$$

$
d*"'0I;2(')$=&"B(#.&e$%.,'0$,$=+40(9(,'$;(9.'0.#$=I&0I,'2$2"$9+,=2.&$GHF$"&$,'$
,#B,'9.#$=&,92(9.$&.)(02.&.#$'I&0.$;(9.'0.#$=I&0I,'2$2"$9+,=2.&$GHL$@+"$(0$QI,;(1(.#$/4$
0=.9(,;24$"&$.C=.&(.'9.$2"$%,A.$,$=&"1.00("',;$#(,)'"0(0$,'#$=&")'"0(0$&.),&#(')$2+.$
=,2(.'2>0$#(0.,0.7$/I2$@+"$+,0$'"2$=&.B("I0;4$,00I%.#$&.0="'0(/(;(24$1"&$2+.$9,&.$"1$2+.$
=,2(.'2$@(2+$2+.$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&3$$

$
o$RG$P22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&b$#I2(.0$
`/a$["&$2+.$=I&="0.0$"1$2+(0$0.92("'7$(1$,'$,#B,'9.#$=&,92(9.$&.)(02.&.#$'I&0.$(0$1I;1(;;(')$
2+.$#I2(.0$"1$,'$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&7$2+.$9"'0I;2(')$=&"B(#.&$%I02$/.$,$=+40(9(,'$,0$
#.09&(/.#$('$0.92("'$Df$8.1('(2("'03$
`/a$̀9a$S"2@(2+02,'#(')$,'4$"2+.&$=&"B(0("'$"1$;,@7$,'$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&$%,4$0()'$2+.$
QI,;(1(.#$=,2(.'2>0$#.,2+$9.&2(1(9,2.3$N+.$#.,2+$9.&2(1(9,2.$0+,;;$;(02$2+.$2.&%(',;$#(0.,0.$
,'#$0.;1R,#%('(02&,2("'$"1$2+.$%.#(9,2("'$=&.09&(/.#$=I&0I,'2$2"$2+(0$9+,=2.&$,0$2+.$
(%%.#(,2.$9,I0.$"1$#.,2+3$

$
o$RH$*"'0I;2(')$=&"B(#.&b$9"'1(&%,2("'3$
K.1"&.$,$=,2(.'2$(0$QI,;(1(.#$I'#.&$2+(0$9+,=2.&7$,$9"'0I;2(')$=&"B(#.&$0+,;;$.C,%('.$2+.$
=,2(.'2$,'#$2+.$=,2(.'2>0$&.;.B,'2$%.#(9,;$&.9"&#0$,'#$9"'1(&%7$('$@&(2(')7$2+.$,22.'#(')$
=&"B(#.&>0$#(,)'"0(0$2+,2$2+.$=,2(.'2$(0$0I11.&(')$1&"%$,$2.&%(',;$#(0.,0.7$,'#$B.&(14$2+,2$
2+.$=,2(.'2$(0$9,=,/;.7$(0$,92(')$B";I'2,&(;47$,'#$+,0$%,#.$,'$('1"&%.#$#.9(0("'3$["&$2+.$
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=I&="0.0$"1$2+(0$0.92("'7$(1$,'$,#B,'9.#$=&,92(9.$&.)(02.&.#$'I&0.$(0$1I;1(;;(')$2+.$#I2(.0$
"1$,$9"'0I;2(')$=&"B(#.&7$2+.$,22.'#(')$=&"B(#.&$%I02$/.$,$=+40(9(,'$,0$#.09&(/.#$('$
0.92("'$Df$8.1('(2("'03$
$

!2"*C5'C'#"G*K%==*=78[#*7*G"?%(%$%'(*'?*#"=?Y7G&%(%#$57$%'(**
N+(0$;.)(0;,2("'$0+"I;#$9;.,&;4$"I2;('.$@+,2$,92("'0$,&.$,'#$,&.$'"2$9"B.&.#$/4$2+.$(%%I'(24$
=&"B(0("'0$=&"B(#.#$('$2+.$/(;;$2"$.'0I&.$2+,2$#"92"&0$,'#$9,&.)(B.&0$#"$'"2$=.&1"&%$.I2+,',0(,7$
@+(9+$(0$(;;.),;$('$,;;$HT$02,2.03$*<*$@"I;#$0I)).02$2+.$1";;"@(')$#.1('(2("'f%34#/561&.'-'$+#(7%
.#1-$%1-%'-&'8'&91/%)#(5,(.'-:%1-%155'(.1+'8#;%*,-$*',9$;%8,/9-+1(0%1*+%+,%+1<#%'-+,%"'$%,(%"#(%
=,&0%.#&'*1+',-%5,(%.#&'*1/%1'&6'- 6&0'-:%+,%"'.$#/5%,(%"#($#/5%+,%=('-:%1=,9+%"'$%,(%"#(%,>-%
)#1*#59/%&#1+"2%
*
!2"*K%==*5"#$5%8$#*7()*7GG%$%'(7=*87C7K%=%$)*7##"##&"($*'?*$2"*$"5&%(7==)*%==*7CC=%87($*?'5*
&"G%87=*7%G*%(*G)%(B*$'*7*C#)82%7$5%#$*'5*C#)82'='B%#$Z**
!(B.'$2+.$+.,;2+9,&.$=&"B(#.&$0+"&2,).$('$J,@,(>(7$,0$@.;;$,0$2+.$(0;,'#0>$I'(QI.$).")&,=+47$
%,'#,2(')$2+,2$"';4$,*=049+(,2&(02$"&$=049+";")(02$(0$,;;"@.#$2"$=.&1"&%$,'$,##(2("',;$9,=,/(;(24$
,00.00%.'2$02,'#0$2"$0.B.&.;4$;(%(27$,'#$('$%,'4$9,0.0$%,A.$(2$(%="00(/;.7$2"$,99.00$2"$%.#(9,;$
,(#R(' R#4(')3$$
$
dN+.$B,02$%,_"&(24$"1$,&.,$#"92"&0$,&.$;"9,2.#$('$,'#$,&"I'#$2+.$9,=(2,;$9(24$"1$J"'";I;I$"'$2+.$
(0;,'#$"1$OX,+I$@+(;.$0"%.$"2+.&$(0;,'#0$,&.$@(2+"I2$,$0(');.$%.'2,;$+.,;2+$=&"B(#.&7e$
,99"&#(')$2"$02I#4$=I/;(0+.#$('$-,&9+$ETDL$J,@,(>($Y"I&',;$"1$-.#(9('.$,'#$:I/;(9$J.,;2+3$N+.$
#4(')$=.&0"'>0$+.,;2+$%,4$/.$9"%=&"%(0.#$2"$2+.$="('2$@+.&.$2&,B.;$(0$#(11(9I;27$.0=.9(,;;4$
/.2@..'$(0;,'#07$"&$2+.$=.&0"'$%,4$&.0(#.$('$,$&I&,;$,&.,7$@+.&.$2+.$9;"0.02$=049+(,2&(02$(0$
+"I&0$,@,47$"&$(2$%,4$2,A.$%"'2+0$2"$).2$,'$,=="('2%.'23$
$
*"'#I92(')$9,=,/(;(24$,00.00%.'20$(0$=,&2$"1$2+.$2&,('(')$,'#$&"I2('.$=&,92(9.$1"&$;(9.'0.#$
9;('(9,;$0"9(,;$@"&A.&03$*"%=,00("'$<$*+"(9.0$&.9"%%.'#0$('9;I#(')$;(9.'0.#$9;('(9,;$0"9(,;$
@"&A.&0$I'#.&$2+.$09"=.$"1$%.'2,;$+.,;2+$=&"1.00("',;0$('$2+.$=&"="0.#$/(;;$,0$2+(0$=&"B(0("'$
@"I;#$.'0I&.$2+,2$2.&%(',;;4$(;;$=,2(.'20$&.QI(&(')$,'$,##(2("',;$9,=,/(;(24$,00.00%.'2$,&.$;.00$
;(A.;4$2"$/.$#.'(.#$2+(0$"=2("'7$/,0.#$0";.;4$"'$,$;,9A$"1$,B,(;,/;.$%.'2,;$+.,;2+$0=.9(,;(0203$$
$
!2"*K%==*5"V4%5"#*7*?'45$2*7(G*?%(7=*7$$"#$7$%'(*?5'&*$"5&%(7==)*%==*C7$%"($#*D2'*27I"*7=5"7G)*
&"$*$2"*5"V4%5"&"($#*'?*$2"*=7DZ*
S"2$"';4$,&.$,##(2("',;$="02R=&.09&(=2("'$&.QI(&.%.'20$/I&#.'0"%.$/"2+$2"$2+.$=,2(.'2$,'#$2"$
2+.$=&"B(#.&$,2$,$2(%.$@+.'$2+.$=,2(.'2$(0$.C=.&(.'9(')$I'/.,&,/;.$0I11.&(')$,'#$ '.,&$#.,2+7$
/I2$0I9+$,$&.QI(&.%.'2$(0$I''.9.00,&4$2"$=&"2.92$=."=;.3$N.&%(',;;4$(;;$=,2(.'20$@+"$+,B.$
"/2,('.#$,(# R(' R#4(')$%.#(9,2("'$+,B.$,;&.,#4$/..'$#.2.&%('.#$2"$/.$9,=,/;.$"1$%,A(')$2+.(&$
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"@'$%.#(9,;$#.9(0("'0$/4$2@"$0.=,&,2.$=+40(9(,'07$1&..$1&"%$9".&9("'$/4$2+.$2@"$=+40((9,'0$
,'#$2@"$@(2'.00.07$,'#$('$0"%.$('02,'9.0$,$2+(&#$%.'2,;$+.,;2+$.B,;I,2("'$/4$,$%.'2,;$+.,;2+$
=&"1.00("',;3 *]'$,##(2("'7$(2$(0$,'$ I'.'1"&9.,/;. $%,'#,2.3 $$
$
!2"*K%==*5"V4%5"#*7(*7$$"(G%(B*C2)#%8%7(*#4K&%$*7*?'=='D*4C*?'5&*D%$2%(*/L*G7)#*'?*$2"*
C7$%"($\#*G"7$2Z**
^.9.'2;47$02,2.0$,&.$1"&.)"(')$&.QI(&(')$,$1";;"@$I=$1"&%$1&"%$2+.$,22.'#(')$#"92"&$(1$2+.$
#"92"&$(0$'"2$,@,&.$2+,2$2+.$=,2(.'2$#(.#$1&"%$0.;1R(').02(')$2+.$%.#(9,2("'3$^.9.'2$;,@0$#"$'"2$
%,A.$2+(0$1";;"@$I=$1"&%$%,'#,2"&4$/.9,I0.$(2$#(09"I&,).0$#"92"&0$1&"%$=,&2(9(=,2(')7$
('9&.,0.0$2+.$9"02$2"$2+.$02,2.7$,'#$2+.$('1"&%,2("'$9";;.92.#$%,4$/.$('2.&.02(')$2"$2+.$%.#(,7$
/I2$(0$'"2$I0.#$2"$(%=&"B.$"&$%"'(2"&$=,2(.'2$9,&.3$^.QI(&(')$2+.$,22.'#(')$=+40(9(,'$2"$0I/%(2$
,$1";;"@$I=$1"&%$@(2+('$FT$#,40$"1$,$=,2(.'2>0$#.,2+$=I20$2+.$=+40(9(,'$,2$&(0A$1"&$I'('2.'2("',;$
'"' R9"%=;(,'9.$@(2+$2+.$&.QI(&.#$&.="&2(')$I'#.&$2+.$;,@3$6.$@"I;#$0I)).02$,$1&(.'#;4$
,%.'#%.'2$,0$1";;"@03$\,')I,).$0I)).02.#$1&"%$&.%"B,;$(0$02&I9A$2+&"I)+7$'.@;4$=&"="0.#$
;,')I,).$(0$ I'#.&;('.# 3$
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Comments:  

I'm offering this testimony in support of HB2739, Medical Aid in Dying. I believe that all 
Hawaii residents should have the option, together with their families, their doctors, and 
their faith, to make the end-of-life decisions that are right for them in the final stages of 
terminal illness. This includes the option to request a prescription from their doctor to 
end their dying process painlessly and peacefully. 

Both my parents died from cancer with hospice care in their homes. I'm grateful that 
each died before their suffering become unbearable. As a hospice volunteer here in 
Hawaii, this hasn't always been the case for some of the people with whom I've spent 
time at the end of their lives.  

For those dying people who experienced excruciating pain and suffering, and for their 
loved ones caring for them, having the prescription from their doctor would have been a 
blessing.  

Please enact medical aid in dying, and allow Hawaii to join the six other states (Oregon, 
Washingtion, Montana, Vermont, California, and Colorado) as well as the District of 
Columbia in authorizing this practice. These seven jurisdictions have more than 40 
combined years of experience with medical aid in dying without a single legally 
documented incident of abuse or coercion.  

I feel confident that the many carefully-crafted guidelines outlined in this bill will ensure 
that mentally-capable people who are close to death have the most painfree and 
peaceful end-of-life possible. I believe that each life is precious, and each end-of-life 
should refect that. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Kathryn M. Kaknes 

 



HONOLULU 

CIVIL BEAT 
Editorial: Terminally Ill Have A Fundamental Right To End Their 
Suffering 

Finally, popular opinion and legislative intent appear to be aligning when it comes 
to medical aid in dying in Hawaii. 

At least four measures have surfaced as viable pieces of legislation this session. Of 
these, House Bill 2739 appears to be the best vehicle. 

Among its strengths is that it was introduced by House Majority Leader Della Au 
Belatti and is co-authored by Speaker Scott Saiki, Finance Committee Chairwoman 
Sylvia Luke and Judiciary Committee Chairman Scott Nishimoto. 

HB 2739 adopts language from a Senate bill that overwhelmingly passed that 
chamber in 2017 but stalled in the House. 

The Senate bill, which carried over to the 2018 session and could still be heard, is 
modeled on the law in Oregon, the first state to legalize medical aid in dying in 1997. 
But the House measure is the stronger piece of legislation. 

HB 2739, which also includes provisions from the somewhat more restrictive 
California law that took effect in 2016, acknowledges the national movement toward 
allowing "mentally competent adult residents who have a terminal illness to 
voluntarily request and receive a prescription medication that would allow the 
person to die in a peaceful, humane, and dignified manner." 

Recent polls have found nearly two-thirds of Hawaii voters in favor of medical aid in 
dying, 

The authors of the House bill say that at least 30 states have either enacted such 
laws or are considering it. 

"Each of the states that have grappled with this issue has done their best to address 
the concerns of the impassioned voices on each side of the debate," says HB 2739. 



The Senate bill died in the House health committee, chaired at the time by Belatti, in 
part because there was a concern about lack of safeguards for patients. The House 
bill calls for stringent protections: 

• confirmation by two health care providers of the patient's diagnoses, 
prognosis and medical competence, and that the patient's request was made 
voluntarily; 

• two verbal requests from the patient (separated by not less than 15 days) 
and one signed written request witnessed by two people ( one of whom must 
be unrelated to the patient); 

• an additional waiting period between the written request and the writing of 
the prescription; and 

• the creation of strict criminal penalties for any person who tampers with a 
person's request for a prescription or coerces a person with a terminal 
illness to request a prescription. 

"These rigorous safeguards would be the strongest of any state in the nation and 
will thoroughly protect patients and their loved ones from any potential abuse," the 
House bill reads. 

HB 2739 also recognizes an important fact: that residents of Hawaii "should have 
the fundamental right to determine their own medical treatment as they near the 
end of life, including the right to choose to avoid an unnecessarily prolonged life of 
pain and suffering." 

Needless Suffering 
Hawaii data from 2015 shows that, of the nearly 11,000 deaths that year, more than 
2,400 people died of cancer, primarily of the colon, pancreas, breast, cervix, prostate 
and lung, or leukemia. 

A similar number died of heart disease, while over 2,000 died from diseases 
including tuberculosis and HIV. These can all be horrible deaths. 
Consider a just-released report from Colorado, where voters approved medical aid 
in dying in 2016. 

Data from the first year of the program (2017) show that the underlying terminal 
illness or condition among the 69 patients prescribed life-ending medication was 
most often cancer. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (also known as ALS or Lou Gehrig's 
disease) and heart disease were the next-leading reasons. 

Of the 56 Colorado patients who died after receiving aid-in-dying medication, nearly 
80 percent were at least 65 years old. Most of them died at home and under hospice 
care. 







































































http://www.latimes.com/health/la-me-end-of-life-care-20170821-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/health/la-me-end-of-life-care-20170821-htmlstory.html


http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-roberta-stone-20170630-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-roberta-stone-20170630-story.html
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